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CHILDREN'SSTORY:

Jackie Flies Too Far
By Patricia Rugt

Jackie the Angel loved theidea of taking anap after abusy day of bangan angel and helping
people. Shewas pooped and let hersdlf float back onabig puffy cloudthat looked like a cotton
bdl. Thiskindof cloudis caled acumulouscloud. Sheloved theway it cushioned her and
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invited her to stretch out and seep. And that@® exactly what Jackie the Angel did. She slept and
dreamt about having angdl brother and sisters who were playing with her in thecloud.

Since Jackie the Angedl was so fast asleep, it was easy for her not to notice the strong wind that
was picking up. Had shebeen awake, shewould have felt it because it was so strong. And, it
kept getting stronger. All the cloudswere being blown in the same direction. Without any sound
but wind to let her know, Jackie was fast flying away from her home.

Thecloudsgathered together and started to create rain, but still Jackie dept. Therain dropped to
the earth and still Jackie dept. It was aloudclap of thunde that awakened Jackie the Angd and
as sherublbed her sleepy-time eyes, sheasked, QVhere am 120 The only answer she heard back
was the soundof soaing wind and crashing rain. Sheheld her ears as thethunde clapped agan
and shecould see flashes of light. QLightning!Oshe exdaimed as she watched the cloudslight up
withit!

ONhere am | ?20she asked because it was redly hard to see through therain drops and dark clouds
Theland below where shewas used to hdping people coud notbeseenat dl. It wasasif it
wereinvisible. Jackiethe Angd was scared. And dore.

Thecloudscontinued to carry her higher and higher until shewas well abowe therain cloudsand
white cottony cloudsonce again filled thesky. Orhisis morelikeit! Othowht Jackie, but when
made acloudhdeto peep down bdow, theearth seemed different. (Hey, that@ not wherell
livel Thelandlooksall different.O Jackie decided to fly down and check it out.

Instead of finding the ocean and her friendswho lived not far from acity, shefounddesert with
nothing but cactus. Worse yet, she crashed into a cactus tree as shetoudhed down. GDuch!O
cried Jackie. Before sheknew it abigjack rabhit was hdping pull out the cactus thorns. Orhank
you, rabbit,Oshesaid.

And hereplied, (Please cal me Jack.O

QAnd my nameis Jackie! How do you like that?0

O likeit awhole burch better than these ole prickly needles tha are caught in your wingsO
Then Jack straightened. QVingd Y ou®e a human with wingdO

Orhat® because | ®n an angd,Oexplained Jackie and Jack seemed to understand and accept what
shesad.

QNI then, | had better do an extra specia job of making your wingsready for take off.O

ONhere am | going?Oasked Jackie.



QVel, you can@stay here,Osaid Jack. Qtisavery harsh climate herein the desert and you seem
so ddicate.O

Jackie pointed at some desert flowers. OAren@® those delicate?Oshe asked.
Orhey only look that way,Oexplained Jack. Orhey areredly quite strong.O

Q guess thingsaren® aways theway they look Oremarked Jackie. By now, Jackie was looking
at the beautiful desert which made her homesick for her village by thesea. Ot beautiful here of
course, Jack, but| need to get back to my home where | am needed. O

GFineby me,Osaid Jack just as arattlesnake swerved its body sideto side coming doser and
closer to Jack and Jackie. OFly!Ocried Jack as he hopped away. Qt& asnake!lO

Jackie took off and hdlered a quick, Orhank you!Obut Jack was longgone. Q hopehe heard me
say thanks.O Jackie flew higher andlooked down on the snake asit used its muscles to make S-
shapes across thesand. Orouare quite beautiful to watch, snake.O

And as the snake dlithered off to find awarm rock to warm its body, Jackie shivered. Q thought
the desert was hot, but this desert isredly cold.O So Jackie flew higher. And higher.

Soon shewas high enowgh that she thought shecoud fly to Mars. But then sheremembered al
the people who counted on her to hdp with ther problems. Q have noideawhich way is
home.O Then Jackie the Angd did something very unusud. She stoodon top of acloudas
though it were amagic carpet and said, (Home, please! O

And then she heard avoice say, (Right away Jackie the Angdl.O And off the cloudwent, taking
Jackiedl theway home!

Do you think thecloudcoud tak? Do you think it was amagic carpet that just looked likea
cloud? Please draw some pictures of cloudsand help usfind aclue to this mystery. Then,
please send your answers to our web page at pictures@ powerforkids.com andwe will print the
best answers. There arelots of thingstha could have happened and | would like to know what
you think about this mystery.

Happy cloudwatching from Jackie the Angd.

(from a forthcoming book by Patricia Rust. For more Jackie the Angel stories, visit
JackietheAngel.net)

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkk



= J

CHILDREN'S NEWS:
Desert Life

When you imagine the desert, you usudly picture alot of sand, but some deserts are actudly the
home of many plantsand animals. Jackie met just afew of themin the story above but there are
many moreto learn about TheNationd Park Service site for the Mojave Desert includes a story
abouta par of desert tortoises. Click thislink to learn more about them and the desert.
http://www.nps.gov/imoja/pphtml/forkidshtml.
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FALL STORY CONTEST:

The winner will receive a selection of three Warner Bros. DVDs. A special thank you
goes to Board Member Gary Credle for donating them. To be eligible to win, be sure to
send your story about your favorite thing about fall to contest@ powerforkids.com or
12021 Wilshire Blvd. #924, Los Angeles, CA 90025 by November 1. All answers will be
posted at http://www.powerforkids.com/kids/KidsWork.html and some will appear in the
August newsletter along with the winner® guess.
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IN THE NEWS:

Teachers and Librarians: Schedule School Visits Now

Each year Power for Kids presents literacy programs to schools and libraries. The
programs are tailored to work with each specific age group and group size.
Presentations are made by Patricia Rust or one of our trained volunteers, many of
whom are actors affiliated with SAG. To learn more about the programs offered or to
inquire about booking the program at your school, visit our website at
http://www.powerforkids.com/parents/appearance.html. You can also call 310-281-
3332 and leave your name and mailing or email address so a detailed brochure and
current rates can be sent to you.

Books for the Deaf or Blind

Following her recent visit to the John Tracey Clinic, a Los Angeles center for deaf
children, Patricia was inspired to make The King of Skittledeedoo accessible to two
needy child populations: the deaf and the blind. She is researching ways to publish the



book in Braille for blind children and to communicate the story to deaf children too
young to learn to read, but still in need of literacy education. These editions will be in
addition to the third English edition and the new Spanish edition currently in the works.

Children@ Contest

The deadline for the fall contest is approaching. The winner will receive a selection of
three Warner Bros. DVDs. To enter, write a story about your favorite thing about fall
and send it to contest@powerforkids.com.

Spanish Poet and Translator Sought

With plans for the Spanish language edition of The King of Skittledeedoo moving
forward, we are in need of a Spanish-speaking poet to translate the English text into
something equally lyrical and magical. Please call 310-281-3332 or email
Aryn@powerforkids.com if you or someone you know might be able to help.

Children® Submissions Welcome!
Please encourage the children in your life to send us their stories and artwork for
inclusion in our newsletter, on PowerforKids.com, and in future newspaper publications.

Chopped Liver for the Loving Spirit Available Now

The third book in the Chopped Liver series is now available. Buy one for everyone on
your list. In this edition, Patricia Rust honors philanthropist and spa and health pioneer
Deborah Szekely. Buy your copy today and share it with those close to you. Signed
copies are available at www.powerforkids.com/book/buy book.html.

Signed Copies of The King of Skittledeedoo Still Available

The King of Skittledeedoo is a wonderful learning tool for every child in your family, or
your friend's family. It will help motivate your young students to read, read, read and
makes a wonderful holiday gift. A limited number of signed copies of The King of
Skittledeedoo are still available. To order your copy now, visit www.powerforkids.com
and click the @uyQlink at the top of the page.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Power for Kids, Inc. is guided by a dedicated group of professionals and community
leaders:

President, Patricia Rust
Treasurer, Bob Tessier
Secretary, Yfat Reiss
Member, Mark De Fries
Member, Gary Credle
Member, Rich Longaker
Member, Daisy Torres



Member, Lee Gaither
Member, Steve Binder
Member Emeritus, Bob Strock

Friends of the Board:

Mario Celestino

Lonnie Dilan

Jackie Rust

Colonel Douglas Trogstad
Teresa Howard

Writers Guild Foundation
Hilton Foundation

Screen Actors Foundation
The Annenberg Foundation
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POWER FOR KIDS, INC. MISSION STATEMENT:

Power for Kids, Inc. helps children by encouraging literacy and a lifelong commitment to
reading.

Power for Kids, Inc. is a grassroots literacy organization whose aim is to educate,
motivate, and excite elementary school children to the wonders of reading at an early
age. We believe that by reading to a child, helping one child at a time, we can stamp
out this problem. Our organization® @Royal ReadersGprogram provides books,
interactive reading sessions, and educational activities for children at elementary
schools across the country. Our @reate-A-BookQprogram empowers children by
helping them write and bind their own books.

Our motto is Live, Laugh, Learn

Helping Kids Become Royal Readers!
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This newsletter may be forwarded only in its entirety. If this was forwarded to you and
you would like to subscribe, send a blank message to subscribe-
powerforkids@yahoogroups.com.




